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NATIONAL SEX OFFENDER PUBLIC REGISTRY 
 

Frequently Asked Questions and Answers 
 
 
What is the purpose of the National Sex Offender Public Registry?  
The primary benefit/purpose of this Department of Justice sponsored National Sex Offender 
Public Registry (NSOPR) is to allow citizens access to public sex offender information beyond 
their own neighborhood or state registry through a single search. This site is a single, national-
level search to all public state and territory sex offender registries.  
 
 
Why is the Department of Justice sponsoring this site?  
It is vital to parents and communities to have access to public sex offender information.  DOJ is 
currently sponsoring technology that makes it possible to meet this immediate need using 
existing technology and resources. 
 
 
How will this site work?  What technology will be used to connect state and territory 
registries?  
Existing Internet technologies like web services and DOJ’s Global Justice eXtensible Markup 
Language (XML) will be used in the design and implementation of this solution. The national 
site will first search public state databases and retrieve the information using a web services 
interface, then transport the information using XML. 
 
 
How will states participate?  
It is a matter of using available technology to make connections using the Internet.  We have 
personally contacted every governor asking that they work with the Department to link into the 
system. We have also notified members of congress to ensure that they are aware of this tool and 
to help make certain that national participation is achieved swiftly. 
 
 
Does this type of search exist today? 
There are a limited number of public and for-profit sites that attempt to support large-scale 
search capabilities by “pulling” sex offender information from public sites and listing the results 
from data they have stored. The National Sex Offender Public Registry will be different. It will 
use current technology and an active partnership with states and territories to provide 
comprehensive information at no cost the public. 
 
 



Will this project enhance search capabilities of the states and territories? 
Technology developed through this program will be made available to the states and territories to 
augment current search capabilities on their websites.  
 
 
What capabilities will be added in future phases of development?  
We will work with the states, congress, and other stakeholders to determine what additional 
capabilities are needed.  One item we are already working on includes enhanced field searching, 
allowing queries based on any information on which a state permits searches. In addition, 
geographic searches will be developed to permit searches by multiple states, regions, or national 
areas, as well as a radius search by zip code that will identify data nationwide. 
 
 
Will the states and territories need to change or alter their current sex offender registries 
to participate? 
No.  This initiative is based on a distributed model over a centralized data warehouse approach.  
Not only does this model allow states to maintain control of their data, but it is also a cost 
effective way to avoid duplicative efforts and prevent privacy concerns that information may be 
misused. 
 
 
How accurate and timely will the data be on this National Sex Offender Public Registry?  
Data provided is found and shown to users in real-time. The information is verified by each state 
and the local law enforcement agencies submitting the data to the state registry. As always, 
information should be validated with the state hosting the information.  
 
 
How will varying state definitions of what constitutes a sexual offender be addressed?  
To avoid any confusion, definitions will be clearly delineated for each state. Because search 
results will not be filtered from what each state provides on its own site, users will have access to 
the state's sex offender criteria as identified by the state.  
 
 
How will each state's differing disclaimers and privacy issues be addressed?  
A "Conditions of Use" screen will appear prior to the use of the national search portal. This will 
contain disclaimer language for use of the site.  These conditions must be accepted prior to use.   
 
 
How will geographical searches be performed if a state does not collect all the necessary 
information, like zip codes?  
Missing geographical information can be determined based on what is already provided by the 
states. For instance, a zip code can determine city, state, and county and similarly a street address 
and city can be used to determine zip code and state.  
 
 
 

 2



When will this database be available to the public?  
Twenty 20 states have been connected and are participating as of July 20, 2005.  We will 
continue efforts to obtain participation from every state by December 2005. 
 
 
Can public sex offender registry data be used for employment background checks?  
No. A search of public access sex offender registry data is not designed to meet the requirements 
needed to screen applicants for employment checks. Use of publicly available sex offender 
registry information would violate FBI policy and practice and would be inconsistent with the 
protocols for non-criminal justice background checks in the Interstate Crime Control and Privacy 
Compact.  
 
 
Why is it preferred that the states exercise control over the collection, maintenance, and 
dissemination of their sex offender data?  
By allowing states to maintain and control their data, data warehousing is unnecessary at the 
national level; policy concerns over privacy and data usage are avoided; and data can be more 
closely monitored and validated between the state and the local law enforcement agencies 
providing the data.  
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